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PLANNING
AN EVENT?

90 UNIQUE AND INSPIRING SPACES

Al
A

DOLTONE HOUSE

EVENTS -« VENUES - CATERING

WINNER 2023 National Caterer of the Year — Australia WINNER 2023 Caterer of the Year - NSW Sydney
HALL OF FAME Meetings & Events Specialty Venue — Australia HALL OF FAME Family Business — Australia

JONES BAY DARLING HYDE SYDNEY CUSTOMS SYLVANIA WESTERN
WHARF ISLAND PARK TOWN HALL HOUSE WATERS SYDNEY

Sydney City Sydney City Sydney CBD Sydney CBD Sydney CBD Sydney South Bossley Park Hunter Valley

P 0285710622 E INFO@DOLTONEHOUSE.COM.AU W DOLTONEHOUSE.COM.AU D00

| ANAMBAH
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* Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

* Duck and Quail Eggs
* Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure
* Garden Care Products and Mulches

* Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

* Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au

Halal chicken products

Whole fresh chickens
Chicken nuggets
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TRADING HOURS
MON-SAT 8:30am — 4:30pm, SUN 8:30am — 12pm.
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Helping the Shoppers of
Werriwa Make Informed
Choices at the Checkout

The Albanese Government

today welcomes the release

of CHOICEs first quarterly

report into supermarket

prices.

Werriwa residents are

experiencing cost-of-living

pressures, and we know that

a lot of that pressure is piled

on at the cash register.

This research will help

consumers make more

informed choices so they ~ Anne Stanley MP
can get cheaper prices at the checkout.

The Albanese Government provided CHOICE with
$1.1 million to conduct quarterly price monitoring
reports for three years to help give Australians the
information they need to get the best deal on their
weekly shop.

Today’s CHOICE ‘basket of goods’ report using data
from March of this year is the first of these quarterly
updates designed to help consumers make informed
decisions about what they’re buying.

This initiative is an important part of the government’s
broader efforts to boost competition and put downward
pressure on the price of essentials, including through
our ongoing inquiry into pricing and competition in
the supermarket sector run by the ACCC, the Food and
Grocery Code of Conduct review, and the Competition
Taskforce’s focus on cost-of-living initiatives.
CHOICE’s next quarterly grocery price report will be
released by the end of September 2024.

Quotes attributable to Assistant Minister for
Competition, Dr Andrew Leigh:

“Information is power, and we’re putting that power in
the hands of consumers in Werriwa. Helping shoppers
find the best deal makes the family budget stretch
further and puts more competitive pressure on the
supermarkets.

“Australia’s supermarket sector is one of the most
concentrated in the world, and it’s only fair that big
supermarket chains get proper scrutiny to ensure that
they’re doing the right thing by their customers.”
Quotes attributable to the Member for Werriwa, Ms
Anne Stanley MP:

The Albanese Labor Government knows that people
in Werriwa are doing it tough and these quarterly
CHOICE reports will help get Australians a fair go at
the checkout”.

“This is about making our supermarkets as competitive
and transparent as they can be so people in Werriwa
can buy their essentials for the best price possible”.
BACKGROUND

CHOICE's ‘basket of goods’ report found Aldi’s basket
was about 25 per cent cheaper than comparable baskets
at Coles and Woolworths, saving shoppers around $17
on a basket of 14 typical grocery items.

The average basket price for Aldi, Woolworths and
Coles nation-wide was:

Aldi: $51.51 (with and without specials)
Woolworths: $68.58 (without specials), $64.93 (with
specials)

Coles: $69.33 (without specials), $68.52 (with
specials)

Other findings include:

The absence of Aldi in Tasmania and the Northern
Territory, means that shoppers end up paying higher
prices.

The average price of the basket in Western Australia
was about one dollar higher than in the eastern states.
New South Wales Averages

Average basket cost:

$63.22 (without specials) $61.78 (with specials)
Aldi: $50.82

Woolworths: $69.04

Coles: $69.80

Media Contact:

Anne Stanley MP - Alaa Ahmad: (02) 8783 0977

Sneak Peek of new fire station
for Sydney’s South-west

Jihad Dib Minister for Customer Service and Digital Government,
Minister for Emergency Services, Minister for Youth Justice, Charishma
Kaliyanda, Parliamentary Secretary for Emergency Services

Minister for Emergency Services Jihad Dib and
Member for Liverpool Charishma Kaliyanda have
today previewed the new Busby Fire Station in
Sydney’s growing south-west, one of many fire
stations the NSW Government is investing in across
the state.

The new facility is bigger than its 62-year-old
predecessor, with enhanced training spaces, separate
living and working areas, and modern bathroom
facilities.

The station is the latest to serve the growing south-
western Sydney region and has two engine bays — one
more than the former building — as well as a drive-
through option which makes it easier for vehicles to
enter the building.

The station was designed with the feedback and input
of local firefighting crews in mind, and it incorporates
environmentally conscious features including solar
panels to provide a complementary energy source
for the station.

Busby Fire Station is one of a number of stations
the NSW Government is delivering to accommodate
growing populations and modern firefighting needs,
with funding committed in the 2024-25 State Budget
for new stations in Badgerys Creek, Charlestown and
Byron Bay.

This is on top of fire station upgrade work currently
underway, including the newly refurbished Coledale
fire station which has now been completed in the
[llawarra.

Minister for Emergency Services Jihad Dib said:
“The new Busby fire station is important for the
growing communities of south-west Sydney, and it
will provide a modern base from which firefighters
can operate.”

“The NSW Government is investing in FRNSW, with
funding committed in the 2024-25 Budget for new
fire stations in Badgerys Creek, Charlestown and
Byron Bay.”

Member for Liverpool and Parliamentary Secretary
for Emergency Services Charishma Kaliyanda said:
“The new Busby Fire Station marks the return of
local fire services to residents of the 2168 area, who
have been without an active station since 2022. |
am so pleased to see this delivered by the Labor
Government.”

“I have been fighting for this essential facility for a
long time and have been closely following progress.
I look forward to seeing the station in operation and
seeing the Busby-based fire crews return to their home
on Cartwright Avenue.”

Fire and Rescue NSW Commissioner Jeremy Fewtrell
said:

“We have listened to the needs and advice of the men
and women who will be working in this environment.”
“We have provided weekly progress reports to our
firefighters throughout the building process because
we wanted to create the most comfortable and
professional workspace available.”

MEDIA:

Emily Simpson | Minister Dib | 0438 342 966

Liam Thorne | Charishma Kaliyanda | 0468 302 419
Attached Photo (left to right): Chief Superintendent
Andrew Faunce, Minister for Emergency Services
Jihad Dib, Member for Liverpool and Parliamentary
Secretary for Emergency Services Charishma
Kaliyanda, Liverpool Councillor Betty Green,
Superintendent Greg Wright
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'Iran threatens ‘obliterating war
if Israel attacks Hezbollah in Lebanon

By TOVAH LAZAROFF

Iran warned Israel of an “obliterating war” if it embarks
on a military ground campaign in Lebanon against
Hezbollah, as regional alarm grows over the prospect
of a third Lebanon war.

“Albeit Iran deems as psychological warfare the
Zionist regime’s propaganda about intending to attack
Lebanon,” Iran’s mission to the United Nations wrote
in a post on X.

“Should it embark on full-scale military aggression,
an obliterating war will ensue. All options, [including]
the full involvement of all Resistance Fronts, are on
the table,” it stated.

Israel’s Foreign Minister Israel Katz responded on
Saturday night, saying, “If Hezbollah does not cease
its fire and withdraw from southern Lebanon, we will
act against it with full force until security is restored
and residents can return to their homes.

How long would it take to take down Hezbollah?
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant toured the northern
border on Friday after returning from a trip to
Washington, where he met with US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, US National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan, and US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin.
They discussed both diplomatic and military options to
restore calm to the North after nearly nine months of
cross-border violence between the IDF and Hezbollah,
which broke out immediately after October 7 and has
occurred concurrently with the Gaza war.

Washington had hoped that a Gaza ceasefire and hostage
deal would open the door to a diplomatic resolution, but
as that kind of an arrangement has remained elusive, the
possibility of a third Lebanon war has grown.

“We are not looking for war but we are ready for it,”
Gallant told IDF soldiers.

“We will reach a junction... both for ourselves and the
enemy. If it [Hezbollah] chooses to go to war, we will
know what to do. If it chooses to go for a diplomatic
arrangement, we will respond to this option.”

“I hope that this [a diplomatic arrangement] is where
things will come to, but you never know,” he said.
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati placed the onus
for the violence squarely on Israel, calling on it to
halt its military activity against both Hamas in Gaza
and Hezbollah in Lebanon, the country’s state media
reported.

“We are always advocates of peace, and our choice
is peace and the implementation of Resolution 1701.
Israel must stop its repeated attacks on Lebanon and
stop the war in Gaza,” the Lebanese prime minister
stated.

He referenced United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1701, which codified the ceasefire
arrangement that ended the Second Lebanon War in
2006. It created a demilitarized zone between the Blue
Line on Israel’s border and the areas of Lebanon south
of the Litani River.

According to the resolution, the armed personnel and
weapons permitted in this zone are restricted to UNIFIL
and those of the Lebanese government.

Hezbollah, however, had a presence along that border
prior to the Second Lebanon War, and returned after
the war and has used that region to launch attacks
against Israel.

Mikati said: “We are with our people,” adding: “The
resistance is doing its duty, the Lebanese government
is doing its duty, and our goal is to protect the country
in every sense of the word.”

Both Hamas and Hezbollah are Iranian proxy groups,
and their attacks on Israel are considered to be part of
the larger Iranian-Israeli conflict.

Lebanese airline MEA records 20%

drop in passenger volume amid war impact

Lebanon’s Middle East Airlines (MEA) aims to keep
flying despite the tough conditions of operating in a war
zone that has shrunk its business and slashed passenger
volumes by 20 per cent since the beginning of the Israel-
Gaza war in October 7.

With the Gaza war leading to increased fighting between
Lebanon's Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces on the
border, state-owned MEA has been forced to park some
of its planes in Turkey and face reductions in its aircraft
insurance COver.

“If you see the challenges that Middle East Airlines has,
we wish we had similar problems to what other airlines
are facing," Mohamad El Hout, MEA chairman, told The
National in Dubai.

"We are in the midst of the most difficult and complicated
security and political situations in Lebanon and the
whole region.

“We have difficulties getting aircraft insurance against
wars."

The airline has faced geopolitical risk in the past, most
notably in 2006 when an Israeli air strike destroyed three
runways at Beirut International Airport.

There are now fears that an escalation in fighting between
[srael and Hezbollah might make it the deadliest since
the 2006 war.

Hezbollah said it will not cease its attacks until Israel
ends its siege on the Gaza Strip, where more than 37,600
Palestinians have been killed.

The conflict has dampened demand for travel to Beirut,
MEA's hub and a popular tourism destination before
the Gaza war.

The number of inbound visitors to Lebanon dropped
13.52 per cent year-on-year in the first quarter of this
year, reaching 237,633, mainly due to a decline in the
number of European and North American visitors,
Blominvest Bank, Lebanon's largest lender, said last
month, citing Ministry of Tourism data.

"This drop is largely due to the conflict between Israel
and Gaza and the Lebanese southern border. Indeed,
many countries urge their citizens not to travel to
Lebanon due to high risks of armed conflicts," the bank
said.

The number of European tourists dropped by 17.2 per
cent year-on-year to 89,640 in the first quarter, followed
by a 14.6 per cent decline in the number of North
American tourists to 38,180 and a decrease of 11.9 per
cent in the number of Arab tourists to 73,934.
International visitor spending in Lebanon is expected to
decline to $6.5 billion this year, a drop of 19.4 per cent
on 2023 and 82.6 per cent on 2019 before the pandemic,
according to data by the World Travel and Tourism
Council (WTTC).

Mirroring the downward trend in tourist arrivals, MEA
has recorded a 15 per cent to 20 per cent drop in total
passenger volume from October 7 to date.

Patterns of leisure travel to Lebanon have changed during
the war, with the airline carrying fewer Gulf tourists,
particularly from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar, Mr
El Hout said.

Lebanon relies on high-spending Gulf tourists and on
western visitors, particularly during the peak summer
season.

“Number one right now is visitors from Iraq, some from
Egypt and fewer from Jordan... we hope more from
Kuwait and Qatar will come back but they haven’t yet,”
he said.

The airline now mainly carries Lebanese expats living
in diaspora and returning home for holidays.

“The airline is still able to continue operations and
keep up with industry developments and we are taking
delivery of new aircraft," the airline's chairman said.

US officials see options for ending Israel-
Hezbollah conflict without Gaza ceasefire

by Naharnet Newsdesk

U.S. officials have suggested, without providing details,
that there may be options for ending the conflict on the
Israel-Lebanon border without a Gaza cease-fire, The
Washington Post reported.

Draft agreements have called for Hezbollah to move
heavy weapons away from the Israeli border, while
offering reconstruction funds for Lebanon, among other
terms, according to Lebanese and European officials and
published reports.

“It is impossible that we will stop if the [war] does not
stop in Gaza,” a member of Hezbollah’s media office told
The Washington Post this week, reiterating the group’s
long-held position. “If it stops in Gaza, it stops in the
south,” the media representative said, speaking on the
condition of anonymity in line with Hezbollah’s rules.
In the event of a temporary truce in Gaza - short of a
permanent cease-fire-- Hezbollah would reciprocate in
Lebanon, “as happened the first time,” the representative
said, referring to the group’s decision to halt fire during
a one-week pause in Gaza in November.

But that does not mean Hezbollah would accept a broader
agreement, which “could not be discussed with us before
the war in Gaza is stopped,” the representative said.
The Washington Post added that Qatar, which has
brokered negotiations between Israel and Hamas, has
also been asked by the United States to help mediate
in Lebanon, according to a person familiar with the
effort who, like others interviewed about the ongoing
negotiations, spoke on the condition of anonymity
to discuss sensitive diplomacy. Qatar’s role was first
reported this week by Lebanon’s al-Akhbar newspaper.
The Biden administration continues to view a cease-fire
in Gaza as a key stepping stone to resolving the crisis in
Lebanon. But U.S. officials have also begun exploring
backup options to de-escalate tensions, The Washington
Post quoted officials familiar with the matter as saying.
State Department spokesman Matthew Miller on Tuesday
declined to spell out the prospects for a U.S. diplomatic
effort succeeding, but said that “we think a diplomatic
resolution is possible” and “in the interests of all parties.”
A senior U.S. official who briefed reporters Wednesday
said there were “openings to advance” diplomacy, while
also declining to discuss Washington’s backup planning.
“I’'m not going to talk in terms of Plan A, Plan B, Plan
C,” said the official.

During a visit to Washington this week, Israeli Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant said Israel did not want a war with
Hezbollah but was “preparing for every scenario.”

“I have met with Amos Hochstein twice this week. We
are communicating intensively. Israel wants to find a
solution that will change the security situation in the
north,” he said.

During his private meetings with officials, Gallant sought
to strike fear in the minds of his U.S. counterparts,
suggesting that Israel was under threat from Iran and
Hezbollah in ways not substantiated by U.S. intelligence
assessments, said one official in the room during one of
his meetings.

Gallant suggested that Iran may just “randomly start a
massive war to destroy Israel, which is a bit over the top
and not what the intelligence shows,” said the official.
Hezbollah has continued to engage in negotiations with
Washington, via Lebanese mediators, despite the ongoing
battles in Gaza, a European official in Lebanon said. But
if there’s a temporary truce in Gaza and Hezbollah holds
its fire, “the question we are now asking ourselves is: Will
Israel decide to stop?” the official added, according to
The Washington Post.
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Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989

Adel El Hassan & Co. Pty Ltd

Accountants Auditors, Tax Agents
Financial Consultants
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0414 552 715

ARAXPHOTOGRAPHER
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Professional Photography Digital
Specialist For Weddings & all Functions
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Printing & Publishing
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498 Canterbury Rd. Camp5|e NSW 2194
Ph: 02 9789 1070 - Fax: 02 9789 4051

Mob: 0404188168

Email: info@multiprinting.com.au
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Antoine Farah (J.P.)
B.E., M.Eng, Se., M.E.M., CPEng., MIE Aust.
Managing Director
23-25 Kareela Crescent, Greenacre, NSW, 2190 .
Email: Viscona@bigpond.net.au T o it
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TRENDY

HAIR CUTS

MOHAMAD

PH: 9597 3097

Shop 3, 495 Princes Highway,

Rockdale, NSW 2216
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SPECIAL RUNS
03/07/24 TO 09/07/24
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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