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* Have you been left out of a will
or treated unfairly in an estate?
*You may have a right to make.
a Family Provision Claim!
*We act on a No success, No fee Basis!
Time limits apply.

52 kitchener Parade, Bankstown 2200

2nd Floor,

925 Canterbury Road,
Lakemba, NSW

0451 333 666
0451 711 117

bookings@cityview-receptions.com.au
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Mawlawi seeks to 'resolve'
Syria entry restrictions
as Mikati calls Sharaa

Al Mashaa

Caretaker Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi said that
Lebanon was working to find a solution with Syria, after
two security officials said Damascus had imposed new
restrictions on the entry of Lebanese citizens.

"Work is underway to resolve the issue of Lebanese
citizens being prevented from entering Syria," Mawlawi
told AFP.

He said Lebanon's General Security agency was in touch
with "the Syrian side" to resolve the issue.

The developments appeared to be the first instance of
friction between the two neighbors, who share a fraught
history, since Islamist-led rebels toppled longtime
Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad last month.

Lebanese nationals had previously been allowed into
Syria without a visa, using just their passport or ID.
But a Lebanese General Security official told AFP that
they were "surprised to see the border had been closed"
to Lebanese citizens "from the Syrian side."

The official, who like other sources spoke on condition
of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters, said that no
new border measures had been communicated to them
yet.

A security source at Masnaa, the main land border
crossing between the two countries, said Syrian
authorities had implemented "new procedures”, only
allowing in Lebanese with residency permits or official
permission.

Caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati's office later
said he had a phone call with Syria's de facto leader
Ahmed al-Sharaa, during which they discussed bilateral
relations as well as border skirmishes with the Lebanese
Army.

Sharaa also invited Mikati for an official visit to Syria.
The statement said Sharaa "confirmed that Syria's
relevant agencies have done all that is necessary to
restore calm at the border and prevent the recurrence
of what happened.”

Lebanon had imposed similar restrictions on Syrians
entering the country after the civil war erupted more
than a decade ago.

The Lebanese Army said in a statement on X that its
soldiers had clashed with armed Syrians at the border
after the armed forces tried to "close an illegal crossing."
It said five soldiers were wounded.

Lebanon's eastern border is porous and known for
smuggling. It was unclear who the armed Syrians were.
"Syrians attempted to open the crossing using a
bulldozer, so army personnel fired warning shots into
the air. The Syrians opened fire on army personnel,
injuring one of them and provoking a clash,” the army
said.

Last month, Syria's new leader Ahmed al-Sharaa told
visiting Lebanese Druze leaders that his country would
not negatively interfere in Lebanon and would respect
its sovereignty.

For three decades, Syria was a dominant military and
political force in Lebanon after intervening in its 1975-
1990 civil war.

Syria eventually withdrew its troops in 2005 under
international pressure after the assassination of
Lebanese ex-prime minister Rafik Hariri.

Mountainous challenges confront
L_ebanon in rebuilding after war

Lebanon faces a difficult path to recovery from the
latest war between Hezbollah and Israel, hampered by
a severe lack of financial resources, transparency, and
planning for the rebuilding effort.

Israel's campaign of heavy bombardment destroyed
Beirut's southern suburbs, villages and towns in the
south and in the eastern Baalbek-Hermel region.
More than 1.3 million people have been displaced and
166,000 workers lost their jobs.

Initial estimates by the World Bank put the losses at
around $8.5 billion, more than three times higher than
the cost of the last war between Israel and Hezbollah -a
month-long conflict in 2006.

Lamia Moubayed Bissat, head of the Basil Fuleihan
Financial and Economic Centre, a Lebanese institution
focused on economic research, financial analysis and
policy advice, said the final cost could be even higher.
“In the housing sector alone, the war has led to the
destruction or damage of more than 100,000 homes,
either fully or partially, with costs potentially reaching
$3.2 billion. Economic losses are estimated at $5.1
billion, a preliminary figure that is likely to rise once
more accurate surveys are conducted,” Ms Bissat added.
"Who will compensate us?" asked Abu Hassan, a
shop owner in the Jamous area of Beirut's Dahieh
suburb that was struck more than 10 times during the
extensive Israeli bombing campaign that began in late
September and ended with a US-mediated ceasefire in
late November.

"My livelihood is gone and they say compensation will
come later, but how are we supposed to survive now?"
More than 600 buildings in Beirut's southern suburbs
were completely destroyed, and the National Council
for Scientific Research recommends demolishing 30
per cent of those that suffered damage.

Despite the devastation and the loss of livelihood, Abu
Hassan returned to his home in Jamous, which was
undamaged, to escape the exorbitant rents charged to
people who fled the bombing. "We came back to this
rubble not knowing what toxic materials might be here,
but we had no other choice," he said.

Deputy Prime Minister Saadeh Al Shami told The
National that Lebanon would need at least $10 billion
to rebuild the war-torn areas — a heavy burden for a
country that has been in economic crisis since late 2019.
Mr Al Shami affirmed the World Bank would require
environmental impact assessments before providing any
financial aid for reconstruction, to ensure that it meets
sustainability standards.

Lebanon is in discussions with the bank to establish a
multi-donor trust fund to secure the financing. This aims
to manage resources effectively and ensure adherence
to international standards for debris removal and
rebuilding, contributing to sustainable development and
avoiding the environmental disasters that occurred after
the 2006 war, he said.

“Environmental impact assessments will be mandatory,
and we need to make sure that the debris removal is
done responsibly, ensuring that any hazardous material
is properly handled,” Mr Al Shami stressed.
Nevertheless, the government has gone ahead with
awarding contracts for removing rubble and the
reconstruction of some buildings, raising concerns

among members of the Lebanese Engineers Syndicate
who say that the process was not transparent.

“The decision to award such a significant contract to
a single firm, without competition or transparency,
further complicates the already tenuous trust between
the Lebanese people and the authorities,” said Paul
Nakouzi, head of the consulting civil engineers branch
at the Engineers Syndicate.

The firm in question, Khatib & Alami, provides urban
and regional planning, architectural and engineering
consultancy services. With only 24 civil engineers on
staff, the decision to award it the contract has been
questioned, especially given the availability of more
than 100 volunteer engineers from the Engineers
Syndicate.

“The government has rushed into awarding contracts
without proper tenders or oversight, which raises
questions about political favouritism and the lack of
accountability,” said Paul Nakouzi, a syndicate official.
Jean Elieh, head of the Public Procurement Authority,
a body tasked with ensuring proper procedure in the
awarding and execution of state contracts, said the law
provided for the government to “enter into agreements
by mutual consent to address urgent needs when tenders
are not feasible”.

Since the formal tender process takes three to four
months, urgent work could be conducted through
mutual consent under legal supervision to ensure
transparency, Mr Elieh said.

He added that the government had sent him specific
terms for rubble removal, which the authority reviewed
for compliance with public procurement laws.

The document, including environmental conditions set
by the Ministry of Environment, was forwarded to the
Council of Ministers for approval.

Cleraring rubble

However, local authorities in some areas have begun
clearing rubble without environmental assessments or
ensuring that it is sorted to remove hazardous materials,
including remnants of weapons or explosives.

In Dahieh, rubble removers are reportedly being paid
just $5 per cubic metre, raising questions about the
quality of the process since such a low rate gives
companies little incentive to sort the debris properly.
"The lack of planning and environmental oversightisa
failure of the reconstruction process,” Ziad Abi Shager,
an environmental engineer. "The debris should be
treated as a resource that can be recycled, not as waste
that harms the environment.”

Lebanon deporting officers and soldiers of former regime back to Syria

Lebanese security forces have been deporting officers
and soldiers from the former regime back to Syria after
illegally crossing into Lebanon, security sources in
Beirut said on Monday.

The National reported last week that high-ranking
military and security officers and diplomats are among
dozens of officials from Syria's collapsing regime who
fled to Lebanon as rebels marched towards Damascus.
The security sources stated that since then, a "systematic
illegal campaign” to smuggle soldiers and officers
across the border has been under way, with Lebanese
security forces actively pursuing these individuals,
primarily young men, to deport them.

"A lot of Syrians fled to Lebanon, and many are still
entering illegally," one of the sources said.

"Many young Syrians are arriving in buses after
crossing illegally. The majority are officers and soldiers.
The security sources described multiple incidents where
residents of some towns, suspecting Syrians were on
board buses, attempted to stop the vehicles, interrogate
the passengers, and then alerted security forces.

"In Tripoli [north] a few days ago, the army had to
intervene to prevent residents of a neighbourhood from
attacking a bus they had stopped. Upon inspection, it
was discovered that the passengers were all Syrian
soldiers.
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MEMBER FOR BLAXLAND

60 local students recognised
at 2024 Blaxland Community
Service Awards

Minister for Education and Federal Member for
Blaxland, Jason Clare MP has once again recognised
the outstanding efforts of 60 local students at his
sixteenth annual Blaxland Community Service
Awards Ceremony held at Granville South Creative
and Performing Arts High School.

The special presentation ceremony to acknowledge
and celebrate the enormous contribution students
make to their school and our wider community was
attended by over 270 guests including families,
school principals and teachers.

“These awards recognise students from 57 schools
across our local area for the outstanding work they
do in our community. They have all done something
special that makes them a local hero,” Mr Clare said.
“Amina Aljamo, Year 10 Student from Merrylands
High School, flawlessly delivered an address at the
Annual Conference of the NSW Secondary Deputy
Principals Association in September 2024, despite
English being her third language, and having less
than 1 year experience in Australian schools.”
“Raneem Al Khaled, Year 11 Student from Birrong
Girls High School volunteered her time to fundraise
for the ‘Orange the World Campaign’ to increase
awareness of domestic violence and assemble
birthing kids to aid women in disadvantaged
circumstances.”

“And our youngest student on the night was Aaliyah

Djouah, Year 2 Student from Sefton Infants School,
who at just 6 years old, created the ‘Zero Lo Pro’
initiative to address the issue of lost property in the
school, even creating promotional materials.”

“Our community has a proud tradition of community
service — | congratulate and thank all the students for
their efforts to uphold this tradition,” Mr Clare said.
Throughout the evening, guests were entertained by
student performances from Granville South Creative
and Performing Arts High School.

Issued: 12 December 2024
Media Contact: Lizzie Green 02 9790 2466
Community Service Award Recipients

Liverpool Hospital will soon participate in the
NSW Government’s body worn camera trial

It comes as the NSW Government has announced that a
12-month trial of body worn cameras for NSW hosEitaI
security staff has now commenced at Royal North Shore
in North Sydney, to improve safety for staff, patients
and visitors.
It will see all security staff in participating hospital
equipped with body-worn cameras.
They will be able to activate these cameras in response
to incidents involving aggression and violence In the
hospital, where there is risk of harm to staff, patients
or others.
The trial will determine how effective the technology is
at deterring and de-escalating violent incidents and will
be independently evaluated once completed.
A date for the commencement of the body worn camera
trial at Liverpool Hospital will be announced in due
course.
Body worn cameras are one strategy intended to keeﬁ
everyone safe in NSW public hospitals. NSW Healt
facilities also have a number of other key strategies in
place to ensure the safest possible environment for staff,
patients and visitors. These include:
* Ongoing risk assessments to identify and manage
emerging security risks.
» Safety huddles to share information on patient related
safety risk with incoming workers.
* Patient management plans that set out specific
arrangements to keep both the patient and healthcare
workers safe when providing care.
« Multi-disciplinary Code Black (duress) response teams.
This includes the use of NSW Health security staff/
Health and Security Assistants to assist clinical staff
with the management of incidents.
» Workplaces designed to enhance line of sight for staff,
including dual egress at staff stations and in treatments
rooms.
« Lockdown arrangements including secure entry points
between public and clinical areas and secure perimeters
for facilities, particularly after hours.
* Personal mobile and fixed duress alarms for staff to
ensure they can summon assistance when necessary.
» Closed circuit television (CCTV) and effective lighting
to ensure visibility.
* Procedures to enhance car park security, including
regular security patrols.
This trial is part of the ongoing implementation of
recommendations from the Anderson Review of
Hospital Security and follows implementation of other
recommendations by the NSW Government to improve
hospital security.
These include the establishment of the Safety and
Security Improvement Unit within the Ministry of
Health, the standardising of code black procedures, and
enhanced support for Fatient experience officers.
Member for Liverpool, Charishma Kaliyanda said:
“The trialling of body-worn cameras is a key step in our
oal to give staff, patients, and visitors every assurance
that they are safe and secure at our hospitals.
“Liverpool is one of the largest hospitals in our state.
| am very pleased that it will be one of the first to
|mﬁlement this key safety measure. _
“The Government has been clear: ag?ressmn toward
healthcare staff cannot be tolerated. I look forward to
the results of this trial, which will inform how we can
reduce violent incidents in our public hospitals.”
Member for Leppington, Nathan Hagarty said:
“This trial highlights the Government’s commitment
to protecting our frontline hospital staff, who work
tirelessly to care for the community.
“Body-worn cameras will provide another layer of safety
and accountability.
“We need to ensure our hospitals are safe spaces for
staff, patients, and visitors.”
Attached photo: Nathan Hagarty, Member for Leppington;
Daniel Mookhey, NSW Treasurer; Charishma Kaliyanda,
Member for Liverpool; Sonia Marshall, CEO of South
Western Sydney Local Health District
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Antoine Farah (J.P.)
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Managing Director
23-25 Kareela Crescent, Greenacre, NSW, 2190

Email: Viscona@bigpond.net.au
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* Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

* Duck and Quail Eggs

* Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products j
Whole fresh chickens

.Free Range g yaidll ¢ CJLb V- TTR

éﬁjbucw

.S quj Cbaj)a.« Sl %

Chicken nuggets

* Garden Care Products and Mulches

* Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

* Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175
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TRADING HOURS

MON-SAT 8:30am — 4:30pm, SUN 8:30am — 12pm.

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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SPECIAL RUNS
08/01/25 TO 14/01/25
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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