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Mayor Clr Ola Hamed Speech in The United Australian
Lebanese Movement’s (UALM) 27th Australia Day
Awards Ceremony in The Holroyd Centre, Merrylands

Good evening everyone and welcome. Marhaba.

I would like to begintoday by respectfully acknowledging
the traditional custodians of this land, the Darug
people, and pay respect to elders both past, present
and emerging.

Thank you to the United Australian Lebanese Movement
for your kind invitation to attend tonight’s 27th Annual
Australia Day Award Ceremony.

| am so proud of my Lebanese heritage and of the
many significant contributions made by the Lebanese
community. It is these contributions that have helped
build a successful and vibrantly rich and diverse
Cumberland, the Council area we’re in tonight.

As the first Lebanese Muslim woman to serve as
Mayor of Cumberland City, I am honoured to be here
to celebrate and recognise the hard work of Lebanese
Australians. In the room tonight would be people like
my parents and my extended family, who came to a
place they knew very little about, in search of a better
life for themselves and their children or future children.
It has been through your sacrifices that the opportunities
afforded to me were made possible. It was on the
strength of your broad shoulders that | was encouraged
to stand and be supported to succeed. It was through
the unwavering resilience | witnessed that I learned that
nothing could stop me from thriving.

Growing up as part of the Lebanese diaspora in
Australia, | have seen firsthand the challenges of our
people. We have faced adversity, discrimination, and
moments of doubt, but what has always stood out is our
ability to overcome and to succeed together.
Hundreds of thousands of Lebanese fled the civil war
in the 80s and 90s, most with only a few dollars in their
pockets, not a word of English, and just the clothes on
their back. Yet they travelled to far-off Australia and
made it their home. Since then, Lebanese Australians
have given back so much to our great Nation.

From business owners to educators, from healthcare
workers to community leaders, wherever we go in
the world we are leaders! Lebanese Australians play
an integral part in shaping our diverse and dynamic
community.

Congratulations to UALM for all that you do within our
community and have been doing for many years. Again
tonight, you have chosen another worthy organisation
to donate to - Aspect (Autism Spectrum Australia).
‘Aspect’ does incredible work, ensuring those on the
autism spectrum have the opportunity to realise their
unique potential and providing much needed support to
their families, careers, friends and colleagues. | love
that you work so hard making sure that everyone sees
‘a different brilliant’.

The Lebanese community is the 2nd largest within
our Cumberland LGA, with nearly 30,000 residents
being of Lebanese heritage. In fact, 52% of people
in Cumberland are born overseas or a parent born
overseas.

I know that heritage is extremely important to the
Lebanese community and our beautiful Lebanese
culture plays a prominent role in shaping lifestyle and
culture. It’s important that we continue to share our
language, history, and stories with the next generations.
It should never be lost.

The other important thing we must keep sharing, based
on what my non-Lebanese friends tell me is critical
is Kibbeh Nayyeh, they love it more than we do.
Knowing that so many people of Lebanese descent have
chosen to make Cumberland their home fills me with
gratitude. | am grateful that like me, they have seen
the wealth we derive from our diversity, a characteristic
that unites us in profound ways.

As a Council, we don’t just accept this diversity, we
celebrate it and say Bring it On! Where else in the world
can you walk down the street and see shops trading
side by side in goods from Afghanistan, Lebanon, Asia,
Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, Vietnam and Ethiopia? And
that’s just Merrylands Road!

Cumberland’s diversity is undoubtedly our greatest

asset, and nights like tonight, where we celebrate the
contributions of those who are critical threads in our
rich tapestry reinforce the fact that our differences are
what makes us stronger, wiser and more connected.

Congratulations to everyone being presented with an
Australia Day Award tonight. Stand proud of who
you are and what you’ve achieved, never forgetting
the sacrifices of those who became before you, and
honouring their contributions to everything that has
made Australia what it is.

And it would be remiss of me not to plug Council and
our events. If you’re looking for something fun to do
on Australia Day, come and join us for our Australia
Day Event this Sunday in Holroyd Gardens Merrylands
from 6.00pm —9.00pm. There’s going to be a lot of free
fun for the families with music food and fireworks (of
the legal variety)! Plus, an incredible speech by the
Mayor herself.

If fills me with immense joy to see that our beloved
Lebanon now has a new President and Prime Minister,
both of whom have committed to uniting the Lebanese
people. Congratulations to us all! I am filled with hope
as we look toward a new chapter of transformation and
a brighter, more prosperous future for Lebanon.

I would now like to declare the 27th UALM’s Australia
Day Awards Ceremony Officially Open.

Thank you.
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LLaunch of The Bruce Wong Foundation in Sydney

Venue: Sahra By The River, Parramatta,
Sydney

Overview:

On 22 January 2025, The Bruce Wong
Foundation was officially launched at
Sahra By The River, a riverside restaurant
in Parramatta, Sydney. The event brought
together a range of community leaders,
dignitaries, and supporters to celebrate the
Foundation’s mission to empower diverse
communities and create equal opportunities
for all Australians.

Role of Nasiba Akram Haidari (OAM):
Nasiba Akram Haidari (OAM) played a key
role in the success of the launch. As one of
the Foundation’s prominent leaders, her
hard work and dedication in organising the
event were essential. Nasiba’s leadership
and organisational skills helped make the
event a success and continue to drive the
Foundation’s mission forward.

Importance of the Event:

The Bruce Wong Foundation was established
to provide support and opportunities for
people from all backgrounds, especially

refugees and migrants. The Foundation
focuses on removing barriers to education,
employment, health, and supporting women
and youth. The launch marked the start of a
long-term commitment to creating a more
inclusive and equitable society, where
everyone, regardless of their background,
can thrive.

Message from the Founder:

In his address, Bruce Wong shared his deep
gratitude for Australia, the country that
welcomed him and his family as refugees
in 1980. He explained that the Foundation
is his way of giving back to a nation that
provided him with a chance to rebuild his
life. Bruce emphasised that true success is
measured not by personal achievements,
but by the positive impact we have on
others. He called on everyone to support
the Foundation’s mission, whether through
financial contributions, partnerships,
or volunteering, to help create a more
inclusive Australia.

Notable Guests:
The event was attended by a number of
distinguished guests, including:

* The Hon. Senator Maria Kovacic, Liberal
Senator for New South Wales « The Hon.
Julian Leeser MP, Federal Member for
Berowra ¢« The Hon. James Wallace MP,
Member for Hornsby ¢ His Excellency
Wahid Waisee, Afghan Ambassador
to Australia « Dr Heidi Merrington,
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, UTS « Ms.
Melissa Monterio, CEO of CMRC ¢ Mrs.
Margaret Piper AM, Multicultural NSW
Advisory Board

Closing Remarks:

Bruce Wong concluded his speech by
expressing hope for the future, not just
because of the Foundation’s launch, but
because of the collective strength of the
people present. He reminded everyone
that the journey ahead requires all of us
working together to create an Australia that
reflects the values of fairness, inclusion,
and compassion. Bruce encouraged those
in the room to get involved, whether
through donations, partnerships, or simply
spreading the word about the Foundation’s
work. Together, he believes we can help
build a brighter, more inclusive future for
all Australians.
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Hezbollah still smuggling
arms to Lebanon. One truck
load was seized by Syria

Smuggled arms into Lebanon
Syrian state television announced that “the General
Administration of Border Security seized a shipment
of weapons headed to the Lebanese Hezbollah through
smuggling routes on the Syrian-Lebanese border.”
On January 23, the Syrian Arab News Agency —
“SANA” reported that the Chief of Staff of the
Syrian Army, Major General Ali al-Naasan, met
with the Director of the Office of Cooperation and
Coordination in the Lebanese Army, Brigadier
General Michel Boutros, to discuss the mechanism
for controlling the Syrian-Lebanese border, after the
fall of the former Syrian regime.
This development came after clashes between gunmen
on both sides of the border.
Earlier this month, Syrian authorities said they
captured a shipment of rifles, Iranian-made drones,
and other weapons they said were headed to Lebanon,
but at the time did not explicitly mention Hezbollah.
Active Syrian efforts to prevent weapon transfers to
Hezbollah would represent a significant turnaround
after years of enabling such shipments under the
former Bashar al-Assad regime, though it was unclear
whether the latest captures represented a broad shift
in policy.
Iran long supplied Hezbollah with weapons through
Syria with Assad’s blessing, but there has been
some hope that this would stop under the country’s
new rulers, who are not aligned with Iran’s regional
aspirations.
Israel has also been concerned that weapons from the
fallen regime could be sent to Hezbollah in Lebanon.
The IDF has struck several border crossings between
Syria and Lebanon to prevent arms from reaching
Hezbollah.
After the fall of Assad’s regime in Syria on December
8, the country’s de facto leader, Ahmad al-Sharaa,
offered reassurance that the new Syrian government
would not threaten Israel or allow Iran to reestablish
itself in Syria.
One Lebanese analyst commented on the seized
weapons by saying , these are not for fighting Israel
these are for killing Lebanese people . He was referring
to May 2008 when Hezbollah pointed its guns against
the Lebanese people.
The regime of Bashar al-Assad fell on December 8,
with a new government formed under Hay’at Tahrir
al-Sham leader Ahmed al-Sharaa, also known as Abu
Mohammed al-Julani. He has been trying to restore
law and order and unify the country and its many
armed groups and forces, succeeding to some extent,
but challenges remain.
Israel carried out hundreds of strikes on Syria on
December 8 and the following days, hoping to make
sure weapons from the old regime didn’t land in the
wrong hands.
The new Syrian government wants Israel to leave these
areas, and by stopping the smuggling of weapons to
Hezbollah, it is trying to show Israel it can be trusted.
The report of the interdiction of smuggling is making
waves around the region. It was on the front page of
the UAE’s Al-Ain media. The point is clear. The Syrian
government wants to showcase its abilities.

Timefor Lebanon PM Salam
to form a cabinet and end
ministry monopolization

Lebanon stands at a
critical juncture. With the
country still reeling from
unprecedented economic
and political crises,
the responsibility falls
on the Prime Minister-
designate Judgie Nawaf
Salam to swiftly form a
government and ensure
Nawaf Salam no single political group
monopolizes key ministries, esgecially the Ministry of
Finance. It has become evident that the Shiite duo -Amal
and Hezbollah- is the primary obstacle to forming a
cabinet, while attempting to shift blame onto Christian
blocs. However, facts overwhelmingly highlight the role
of the duo in obstructing progress, repeating their tactics
from the prolonged presidential election stalemate.
The Legacy of Obstruction
President Michel Aoun’s term ended on October 31, 2022,
yet it took until January 9, 2025, to elect his successor,
President Joseph Aoun. This delay was Iar]qely due to the
Shiite duo’s intransigence, setting a troubling precedent
for governance. Similarly, the current deadlock over the
Ministry of Finance exposes their entrenched control
over this pivotal portfolio, which they have held for over
a decade.
This period has been disastrous for Lebanon:
Economic Collapse: Under Amal and Hezbollah’s
watch, Lebanon defaulted on its Eurobonds, leading
to the collapse of the Lebanese lira and devastating the
economy. Depositors lost access to their savings, and
poverty surged to over 80%.
Beirut Port Explosion: Thousands of tons of explosive
chemicals, reportedly stored by Hezbollah for use in
Syrian barrel bombs, caused a catastrophic explosion in
2020, devastating the capital.
Corruption and Mismanagement: The Central Bank,
under Riad Salameh, became a symbol of corruption,
with investigations and international arrest warrants
ignored due to political interference by Hezbollah, Amal
and their allies.
Obstruction of Reconstruction: The Shiite duo has used
their control over the Finance Ministry to block proljects
critical to Lebanon’s recovery, imposing unrealistic
conditions and further eroding trust.
The Stakes for Lebanon’s Recovery
Lebanon’s international allies, including Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, and the United States, have made it clear that aid
and reconstruction funding are contingent on reform and
an end to monopolization. The Ministry of Finance, in
particular, has become a focal point of concern due to its
misuse as a tool for political leverage rather than a means
to address the country’s dire financial state.
Without cooperation, displaced Lebanese-many of them
Shiites-will continue to bear the brunt of these failures.
Reconstruction of tens of thousands of homes destroyed
during years of conflict remains on hold, deepening
despair among already impoverished communities.
A Call for Bold Leadership
The Prime Minister-designate must take a decisive stance
against ministry monopolization, forming a government
that reflects national interests rather than the demands of
entrenched political factions. If the Shiite duo continues
to obstruct progress, President Joseph Aoun has a
constitutional mandate to declare a state of emergency and
appoint a cabinet of impartial experts. This extraordinary
mheasure is vital to halt Lebanon’s descent into further
chaos.
President Aoun’s inaugural speech laid out a clear roadmap
for Lebanon’s recovery, emphasizing governance based
on merit and accountability. The PM-designate must align
with this vision and resist those who seek to perpetuate
the cycle of destruction and mismanagement.
The Path Forward
If Parliament fails to grant a vote of confidence to a newl
formed cabinet, the President should dissolve it and call
for early elections. Lebanon cannot afford further delays
or concessions to those who have proven incapable of
governance. “Enough is enouPh.”
The time has come to rebuild Lebanon- not to allow
those who destroyed it to continue their destructive reign.
The resilient Lebanese people deserve peace, prosperity,
and good governance and are demanding change. Their
leaders must rise to the occasion.

Israeli army unearths Hezbollah
tunnels, weapons in southern
Lebanon mosque

Weapons displayed

Israeli Defense Forces of the 769th Brigade uncovered
underground tunnels belonging to Hezbollah while
operating in the Saluki area of southern Lebanon, IDF
said, according to a report by the Jerusalem Post
Engineering troops examined the subterranean
infrastructure before demolishing it, JP added

Inside a mosque, IDF found a weapons storage facility,
along with weapons loaded onto a vehicle and hundreds
of mortar shells, rockets, and military equipment
belonging to Hezbollah, 2 days before the end of the
ceasefire.

Israeli forces decided to remain in southern Lebanon
beyond the 60-day deadline stipulated in a ceasefire deal
with Hezbollah because its terms have not been fully
implemented, the Israeli prime minister’s office said.
Under the agreement, which took effect on Nov. 27,
Hezbollah weapons and fighters must be removed
from areas south of the Litani River and Israeli troops
should withdraw as the Lebanese military deploys into
the region, all within a 60-day timeframe, meaning by
Sunday at 4 a.m. (0200 GMT).

The deal, brokered by the United States and France,
ended more than a year of hostilities between Israel and
the Iran-backed Hezbollah. The fighting peaked with
a major Israeli offensive that left Hezbollah severely
weakened and displaced more than 1.2 million people
in Lebanon.

UAE embassy in Beirut
resumes diplomatic activities

In line with efforts to strengthen bilateral relations
between the United Arab Emirates and the Republic
of Lebanon, the UAE Embassy in Beirut has officially
resumed diplomatic activities.

Omar Obaid Al Shamsi, Under-Secretary of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, underlined that the
reopening of the embassy represents an important step
in advancing bilateral cooperation between the two
countries, demonstrating the UAE's commitment to
supporting the stability and development of Lebanon.
Furthermore, Al Shamsi underscored that the reopening
of the embassy reflects the close fraternal ties between
the two nations, and enhances opportunities for
collaboration across various sectors areas, to achieve
development and prosperity for both countries and
peoples.
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Flowers for All Occasions
Specialising in Wedding & Funerals City
& Metropolitan Deliveries
g ¥1 B AT ¥ - ik sl ABIS () OMuargd
Open Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm/ Sun: 9am-4pm
91A Fowler Rd. Merrylands NSW 2160
Ph: 02 9892 1564 - Fax: 02 9681 5989

TRENDY

HAIR CUTS

MOHAMAD

PH: 9597 3097

Shop 3, 495 Princes Highway,
Rockdale, NSW 2216

GHAZI BUTCHERY
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Mob: 0410 645 859

Tel: 8086 2384

fM&‘Mg—OﬂMMWﬁUwadbAJb
o ploly a5 08 Il o gle3il oo ilas o
ijJDPJyubaJJ.va‘rsJJ}&ﬁébbadﬁJA
B 5 8gaill W ¢ ] Agall (D) ally Loge iy Jo
Lo > 23 gl gl By blr 5l G Jo
Tlaso 5 yoil) Aoy 4y gl g gy 9oy a5 Jo
fleho 2l by IS Lo oloo¥l iy camd gl y il o
1LLaSTy clide i) 5auST 998 g Jlag ¢ gl Ly
0416 634 483 : Je yoif
2830 i) Gugad 9 SN s

doas]|

bipe pibion ol ol il Jo
Sl 19iSad b il goond] gl Gl

ol g Bl Uiy Lmationd ! closil eVl B 3 Jand S 13
Ul s s By ol f‘;‘“ oad Yl

AR u@uwl ugjbu IR uﬁ Ccuy L,)}Asa LogS> ol
r-g-auU:j ‘5);5 |.3|

8ol .)J.>.aJ|j g;'bfd‘ﬁ u.;v)) rb»} oS |5J.' Ll uJ.G (RY:) d.d:,u
g bl LaxliByl] s Jgal) Sole Oulage Jlaadl cnk L'-“JMI @
‘}.GUJLJISJSSJULA Jdcoj MIALPUW@J.MJI Uajbbfd
Q}DU &Lw.wm Y] U.J.Ajll Jll us.u Lv).vﬂ ulﬁ cujbil ERY @ J.un“
L) Igkes JJI Jeddl wlgs sas u.a).buﬂ 0ddy « gemall :d.oj.b.ll FPREN]]
ﬁSLA:-IU».;La (lgps 20 D e L'J,JlggJ.udluLplmLu
Lol Dos Jowy Ll <f° 4J3.«:~.a.l| nd_'j.b.ll LasJl 3yl Co
U gl dlyshl
(Portable Long Service Authority)
L:)y”S.ﬁL;@J.xMJ.oUZ "wuj@hr@éﬁ‘cccufﬂ'éjbl
yshll Lol L y&-‘@byﬂr—ﬁ-‘—“‘u&w'dwuﬁd
iﬂw&wbhﬂutpwsmmwlulm U}a:».di
M"}UUIMIULPJ;@)JDJL"MIW“ b).v.”
U.J.a}ll f..gJLo.c
Iyaly dle wlole b Dgiue s L Joois
Bl I wloglall
ol iy ¢ all gy Lol S e wlgin v LS| any
Leghas B3] 2L 2l G L« dyshll Lousdl 53l 0J.A‘- gl by
RERYIPLR d‘d"ﬁ' dbe ;La.d?m

Jua agauyll 4 iliadl TAFE il 92
il Jir 5 s il
igd! il A e

Aubla B ulip S il o5lyy K0 < oa3US WIal | ] ol
alglons D 4 Ll Timo Jo ¥ B g3 2508 5 5 Tl
DL G o 38y SIS0 ] Jas oo ol B8N e SN
Lraindl wlaadll polos Tl S Lol by JI JU! LS Ll
zebin o pobedl JLsh Wl ol poiy iy Goludl ales o i
QWIS agma B pswyll 0o Bliall TAFE w50

(Kangan Institute,.
Baslus 418y > il lassll Jlaw By o j5ial J] alliyg
cdl e 0o Y e el

3 2 gt é)‘-f- Jeisudl
w8l 68 )89 wiladal| udd
> o 13 S5l Bl
olaydl e puads byl f
Lalysya) S5 Jblo

Y ol Jelia o151 S

5 far e Sl el Gl
S g0 é)l& )3—\"5-\“ ‘2-.5’.'” d”)b
ol Jla Ll aizgyy Jud

38 Sgee S5 L gis ) . i L
JLwlSuLNILJS‘_g@.uj bl ‘;9 g oL o ﬁ
P r..wJ L i L>.°

) C‘*” ‘;‘-’f" i
: f

3.3.0'),..;5 L)L.: wdi ...w|

Antoine Farah (J.P.)

B.E., M.Eng, Se., M.E.M., CPEng., MIE Aust.
Managing Director
23-25 Kareela Crescent, Greenacre, NSW, 2190

Email: Viscona@bigpond.net.au
Tel: 9793 9291 -Fax: 9796 4560
Mob: 0411 380 404 - 0425 845 045
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* Fresh Cage, Free Range direct from the farm

* Duck and Quail Eggs

* Bagged Cow, Chicken and Sheep Manure

Halal chicken products j
Whole fresh chickens
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éﬁjbucw

.S quj Cbaj)a.« Sl %

Chicken nuggets

* Garden Care Products and Mulches

* Live young laying pullets, roosters and boiler chickens

* Dressed duck, pigeon, quail, rabbit, spatchcock and boiler chickens

53-65 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park, 2175
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TRADING HOURS

MON-SAT 8:30am — 4:30pm, SUN 8:30am — 12pm.

Ph: 9620 1267 www.fenechfamilyfarm.com.au
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SPECIAL RUNS
29/01/25 TO 04/02/25
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST
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